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Let me not to the marriage of true minds
https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/item/is_marriage_really_bad_for_womens_happiness
In Shakespeare's poem "Let me not to the marriage of true minds," the speaker uses a metaphor and hyperbole to create a positive feeling towards love. The metaphor "the star to every wandering back" convinces the reader that love is constant and can reassure a lost person. This paper explores the use of these two devices in the poem and how the speaker uses them to convey his message of love. 
The author uses metaphor to suggest that love can provide the same kind of guidance that the stars can. William Shakespeare uses a star in the poem to show something that is c0ntsnat and reliable. It is reliable that a wanderer could look into it to get the direction and know where he is.  The star is used as the metaphor for love in the poem. The speaker says that love is the star…meaning that love can provide constant reassurance just like the stars do. This metaphor is found in line 7, whereby the speaker says that love is "the star to every wandering bark." (Shakespeare, 492). The poet compares the love to the North Star that guides sailors in a ship. When Shakespeare wrote the poem, sailors used a constellation of stars at night to guide them in their movement. The North Star was the one used mainly because it was conspicuous and never changed. Thus, Shakespeare uses the star as a metaphor for love to mean that just like the North Star does not change, so is love. The metaphor helps convince the reader that, indeed love is constant and can create reassurance. The overall goal is to make the reader have a positive feeling about love. 
Hyperbole is another literacy device used by William Shakespeare in Sonnet 116. Hyperbole simply means an exaggeration. Shakespeare has strong ideas about love. However, he exaggerates this presentation in an attempt to convince the readers of the power of love. The presentation of the ideas does not carry the real seriousness of credibility. For example, in the last two lines, the speaker says that his ideas about love are solid and indisputable, that anybody who thinks he is wrong has not loved before (Shakespeare, line 13 and 14). This constitutes an unsupported generalization that the speaker uses to prove his ideas of love. Of course, many people have loved before, and maybe they did not have the same experience as that of the author, but still, the author convinces them that his ideas are true and indisputable. It is difficult to prove his sentiments, but the poet is not interested in proving anything. His main intention is to impress the reader with the force of his passion.   Another hyperbole used in the poem is found in lines 5 and 6. The speaker describes it as an "ever fixed mark," never shaken, and “lasts even to the edge of doom!" someone who has been in a toxic relationship or divorced would dismiss these sentiments as unrealistic and meaningless. Even those who are married have ups and downs. In fact, they say that love is not a bed of roses. However, this does not take away the fact that there are some good love stories, people who have loved each other in thick and thin, in sickness and health. Such people would agree with the speaker a hundred percent. This means that hyperbole can have a double effect on the reader. Some of the readers may perceive it to be misleading and pretentious, while others may be carried away. All in all, whether they think the speaker is sincere or pretentious, the speaker aims to be as convincing as possible in delivering his/her message. 
An article by Emiliana Simon-Thomas argues that “married people are happier in life than unmarried people later in their life." Those who have divorced or separated are less happy, while those who were never married fall someplace between. The honeymoon effect brings happiness, some people think. More comfortable people are also likely to stay in a marriage. The relationship between marriage and happiness is bi-directional. Marriage does not make one happy, rather happy marriages make one happy.  People who stay in toxic relationships for the sake of kids and survival are not happy. Therefore, married people are not necessarily happy. According to Dolan, a professor at the London School of Economics, “women are likely to be happier if they stay single." Dolan's message has spurred a heated discussion about love and the institution of love. Marriage brings the product of love. However, marriage does not guarantee happiness to anyone. Thus, Emiliana’s article can be disputed because getting married does not automatically make you happy. This article supports this because the speaker of the poem and the author of the article share a positive feeling about love. Unlike other people that feel love can turn sour and bring unfortunate results, Emiliana and Shakespeare are on the positive side of love. They believe that love is unbreakable, can provide reassurance, and bring happiness. 
In conclusion, William Shakespeare's use of metaphor and hyperbole helps him convey his positive message about love. He uses these two literacy devices to present his strong ideas about love. The metaphor used compares love to a star which provides guidance and reassurance to travelers. The speaker uses hyperbole to show how unbreakable and unshakable love is-an ever-fixed mark. The speaker's sentiments about love coincide with those of the author of the article, who also feels that married people are happier than unmarried ones. 
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